Instructions for playing Chocbingo

1. Find a different person to answer each question

2. Get them to fill in the answer/ sign the box

3. Get as many answers as you can in the time

Chocbingo
FIND SOMEONE IN THIS ROOM WHO
1. Has eaten chocolate in the last 24 hours.

2. Can guess the number of chocolate bars eaten per person per year on average in Britain.

3. Can guess how many cocoa beans it takes to make half a kilogram of chocolate.

4. Can name which country Britain buys most of its cocoa from to make chocolate.

5. Can estimate how much money from a £1 bar of chocolate goes to the cocoa farmer.

6.  Can name a chocolate bar eaten in Britain that is not produced in Europe. 

7. Can name the three largest companies selling chocolate in Britain.

8. Can name the best selling chocolate bar in Britain, and who makes it.

9. Can name a ‘fairly traded’ brand of chocolate bar.





Answers. 


1. Chocolate has been consumed for over 3000 years.  The ancient Maya and Aztec civilisations of Central America used it as a currency, and also prized it for its medicinal qualities.  It was brought to Europe by Spanish colonists, and consumed as a drink by royalty and aristocracy.  It was only in the 19th century that chocolate was made into bars and became a sweet for mass consumption.

2. In Britain each person on average eats 200 chocolate bars per year, or almost 4 per week.

3. It takes about 400 cocoa beans to make half a kilogram of chocolate.  Cocoa beans are harvested by cutting open a very tough cocoa pod with a sharp knife.  This is very hard physical work, usually done by women who often earn less than £4.00 a day for their labour.

4. Britain buys most of its cocoa from Ghana.  60% of Ghana’s export earnings come from cocoa bean sales.  Over 2 million Ghanaian people are totally dependent on cocoa production for their livelihood. 

5. About 8 pence from the price of a £1 bar of chocolate goes to the cocoa grower.  Most of the money goes to the big multinational companies who turn the cocoa beans into chocolate bars.

6. If the countries who grew the cocoa beans could process them into chocolate, they could earn a greater share of the money paid for each bar, and increase the incomes and living standards of their people.  However this is made difficult for them because the European Union (including Britain) puts import taxes, or tariffs, on imported chocolate bars of 16% (as opposed to only 3% for unprocessed cocoa beans), meaning that imported chocolate bars would be more expensive for the consumer than those produced here.

7. The companies are Mars, which has about 30% of the market, Nestle, which has about 28% of the market and Cadbury-Schweppes which has about 26% of the market.

8. The best selling chocolate bar in Britain is Kit-Kat, which is made by Nestle.  Nestle are a huge company.  As well as making chocolate bars they produce Polo mints, Sun-Pat peanut butter, Shredded Wheat breakfast cereals, Branston Pickle, Chambourcy Yoghourts, Perrier Water, L’Oreal Cosmetics and many other products.  Nestle also make baby milk powder………

9. Fair trade chocolate brands include ‘Divine’, ‘Maya Gold’, ‘Traidcraft’, and ‘Dubbled. Fair trade means that the cocoa producers are given a decent wage. 
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