Globingo ‘Answers’.

1. Each year Comic Relief raises about £25m in one day (24 hours), which is given to support poverty reduction programmes in Africa and elsewhere.  However, it takes just 10 hours for that money to flow back to countries of the ‘North’ in debt repayments. 

2. Books.  Timbuktu was the home of an Islamic university, one of the oldest and largest in the world.  In the 15thC Timbuktu had 100,000 inhabitants, half of whom were students.  Africa has been the home of several great civilisations, including ancient Egypt, Benin and Zimbabwe, yet even today many people think of it as the ‘dark continent’, discovered and ‘civilised’ by Europeans.

3. According to UNICEF, the proportion is between 2 and 3%.  Many people believe the figure to be much higher.  This may be because our images of the ‘third world’ are those relayed by the media. 

4. ‘Globalisation’ is leading to big changes in the distribution of production around the world.  Simply by looking at the labels in our clothes we can see evidence of this.  Questions are being raised, however, as to whether this is evidence of the principle of comparative advantage at work, or is because of TNC’s power to exploit workers in ‘third world’ countries.

5. Tanzania was formerly a German colony, and in the 19thC the German Kaiser complained he didn’t ‘own’ a mountain.  So Queen Victoria, his cousin, ‘gave’ him one of hers from Kenya… Mount Kilimanjaro.  Many of the borders of African states are similarly based on the whims of the colonialists, rather than on natural features such as rivers or mountains.  Arguably many of the problems around ‘nationhood’ that Africa is experiencing today arise because of this legacy.

6. ActionAid estimate that the world already produces 2kg of food per day for every person on the planet.  The issue of hunger is not one of food production, but one of income distribution.  Many people in the world are hungry because they cannot afford to buy food.  In the last great famine in Ethiopia, it was possible to buy beans produced in that country in Sainsbury’s and Tesco.

7. All these products are produced by Nestle, which is the subject of an international consumer boycott because of the way it markets powdered baby milk in ‘third world’ counties.

8. Ethical Trading Initiative.  Members are committed to establishing ethical codes for labour practices, subject to independent verification.  This is evidence of a growing concern with ethical issues in Business.  Members of the ETI include Asda, Sainsbury’s, Monsoon, Body Shop and many more.

9. !!!!!  About time you did… it’s going to affect you!

